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Aetna Awards Grant to Center for Children’s Advocacy to Promote 
Racial and Ethnic Health Care Equity

A child’s health is greatly affected by the family’s living conditions, and children who live in poverty often suffer from lack of access to healthcare or from chronic conditions that are exacerbated by substandard housing. 

The Center for Children’s Advocacy’s Medical-Legal Partnership (MLPP) helps pediatric providers recognize and address legal problems that contribute to a child’s poor health. The MLPP also works directly with families to help them access critical healthcare and social support services.

Aetna recently announced a $15,000 grant to support the Center for Children’s Advocacy’s Medical-Legal Partnership Project’s work to reduce racial and ethnic health disparities among Black and Hispanic children in Hartford. 

On site at the six major children’s health care providers in Hartford, MLPP attorneys work with pediatricians and other medical professionals to improve health care for children living in poverty.

MLPP attorneys train pediatric providers throughout Hartford to help them identify children suffering from stressors that affect their health. The attorneys consult with families and provide legal representation that enables them to access appropriate care and support.

With the support of Aetna, the MLPP is developing an institutional curriculum and consultation service at Connecticut Children’s Medical Center and at St. Francis Hospital and Medical Center, to help healthcare providers recognize children with disabilities and assist in securing access to specialized care and services. This pilot project targeting disabled children is the first of its kind in Connecticut, and makes it a priority to directly address factors that impede the health of Hartford’s low income children.

The Center for Children’s Advocacy was founded in 1997 to promote and protect the legal rights and interests of disadvantaged children who are dependent upon the judicial, child welfare, health, mental health, education, and juvenile justice systems of Connecticut. Additional information about the Center and its programs is available at www.kidscounsel.org.

Aetna is one of the nation’s leading diversified health care benefits companies, serving approximately 35.4 million people with information and resources to help them make better informed decisions about their health care. Aetna offers a broad range of traditional and consumer-directed health insurance products and related services, including medical, pharmacy, dental, behavioral health, group life and disability plans, and medical management capabilities and health care management services for Medicaid plans. Our customers include employer groups, individuals, college students, part-time and hourly workers, health plans, governmental units, government-sponsored plans, labor groups and expatriates. For more information, see www.aetna.com. To learn more about Aetna's innovative online tools, visit www.aetnatools.com.
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