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         Center for Children’s Advocacy

Center for Children’s Advocacy employs three strategies:
· Individual representation of poor children

· Training for youth, parents, legal and other professionals who work with children 
· Systemic advocacy regarding issues identified during individual representation, consultations and trainings
In addition to the organization’s statewide systemic advocacy, a full-time attorney is dedicated to providing legal services to youth in Fairfield County.  
· Provides school-based legal services to keep youth in school – on-site at Harding High School, Bridgeport, helping students cope with legal issues and removing obstacles that keep students from coming to school and often stand in the way of their educational success
· Provides legal representation/consultation to youth -  on-site at RYASAP in Burrows Community Center, tied into community advocacy groups dealing with juvenile justice and educational access issues
· Provides trainings at school for youth and adults who work with youth, such as school social workers and  community mental health agency staff
· Provides legal services and trainings in legal rights and self-advocacy for youth in Department of Children and Families placements – Kids in Crisis emergency shelter in Cos Cob; Mi Casa maternity group home in Bridgeport; Domus House group home in Stamford; Passages group home in Stamford; and Bridgeport Juvenile Detention Center.

· Advocates for systems change regarding issues raised during individual cases  (e.g. school push-outs; immigrant youth who get denied access to services)

· Co-Chairs Connecticut Legislature’s Family with Service Need Advisory Board to move recommendations to reform processing of and services for truants and runaways
· Participates on task forces including Community Resource Collaborative; Juvenile Justice Alliance  

In order to improve services for children, Center for Children’s Advocacy collaborates with numerous organizations in Fairfield County such as Juvenile Justice Alliance; Bridgeport Children Advocacy Coalition and Greater Bridgeport Adolescent Pregnancy Project.
Outcomes for 2007 – 2008 school year, first year of dedicated work in Fairfield County
· Over 100 youth at Bridgeport high schools received legal rights training

· 30 youth received training at  4 group placements

· 15 – 20 youth received individual representation or consultation
Future Plans: Looking to hire an additional attorney in Fairfield County to serve more youth at area high schools in Stamford, Norwalk and Fairfield
