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Dear friend,

As the Executive Director of the Center for Children’s Advocacy (CCA), | have made it my life’s work to
make sure that every child’s voice is heard. Through this organization and the work that it does, we are
able to bring stability, safety, health and hope to the lives of so many children who would otherwise not
have this chance.

For more than 12 years, CCA has been driven by its mission to promote and protect the legal rights and
interests of poor children who are dependent upon the state’s judicial, child welfare, health and mental
health, education, and juvenile justice systems for their care.

We provide a much needed voice for Connecticut’s children at risk. From vulnerable immigrant and
refugee children who suffer barriers to health care and education, to children born in the U.S. and suffer-
ing from abuse, neglect, lack of medical access or homelessness, CCA helps kids of all ages and back-
grounds overcome barriers to a safe, productive future.

Connecticut’s kids are our kids. We all know there are children in need. Let’s work together to ensure that
all kids have the chance to look forward to a secure future and to be a part of our future. This storybook is
one way for us to share with you the many ways that CCA is making a difference in the lives of our kids.
We hope you are as inspired as we are.

What we do.

Through outreach and collaborative programs, CCA serves hundreds of children each year and provides
the legal advocacy needed to give these children the chance to lead healthy, safe and productive lives.

The Center remains committed to protecting the legal rights of children who fall through the cracks of the
child welfare, health, education and juvenile justice systems. Individual legal representation of children
who need our help, legal training for professionals, self-advocacy training for youth, and systemic advo-
cacy and class action litigation allow us to impact the lives of children throughout the state.



Our work focuses on the following areas:

e Immigrants & Refugees
New Arrivals Advocacy Project
A partnership to improve the health and
educational access of immigrant and
refugee children.

« Child Abuse Project
Legal representation for Connecticut's most
vulnerable abused and neglected children.

* Medical Legal Partnership Project
A multidisciplinary approach to improving
child health, with office locations at hospitals
and community health centers throughout
Greater Hartford.

e Teen Legal Advocacy Clinic
On-site school legal clinics address the legal
aspects of problems that result in poor
school attendance.

e Truancy Court Prevention Project
Legal advocacy and coordination of support
services for youth who are at risk of truancy
and juvenile justice involvement.

e TeamChild Juvenile Justice Project
Legal representation to improve educational
outcomes for youth involved in the juvenile
justice system.

e KidsCounsel Training Program

Seminar programs and resources for Connecticut

child protection attorneys to improve the quality
of legal representation for all children.

e Systemic Advocacy and Class Action Litigation

To improve policy and services and broaden our
reach to help thousands of children throughout
the state.

You can help change a child’s life.

Hartford is home to more refugees than any other city
in Connecticut. We make it possible for vulnerable refu-
gee and immigrant families to access education and
health care services for their children.

We work with physicians, social workers, educators and
advocates, and through these unique partnerships, we
make a difference for children. We provide children with
the opportunity and support that they would not other-
wise have.

We help children enroll in school and help teens stay in
school. We ensure that homeless youth who live in
shelters get the educational, health care, and legal sup-
port they need. We work with the community to estab-
lish services to keep youth who have not commited any
crime out of juvenile detention facilities.

Why our work is important.

Our approach is unique . . . it is innovative . . . and it works.
Thank you for reading the stories we share. | know you will
find them compelling, inspiring and worthwhile. We need
your help. Your support is needed by countless children and
families in Connecticut. Without your help, our kids will not
receive the assistance they need.

Sincerely,

MM/ZL& Stera-

Martha Stone, J.D.
Executive Director
Center for Children’s Advocacy




Kessle,

Kristie’s family recently arrived in the U.S. from Eastern Europe. She has limited
English language skills and is psychologically frail, having engaged in past suicide
attempts. Despite these overwhelming challenges, Kristie is motivated to learn and do
well in school. She is looking toward the future, and wants to graduate from high school
and go to college to become a social worker.

A school-based psychologist recommended specific supports that might help Kristie
keep up in school and feel more comfortable in the school environment. The school
district claimed that it was not obligated to provide support services for Kristie since she
did not require special education services. In fact, the school held a meeting with Kristie
and suggested that she withdraw from school and enter an adult education program.

Kristie did not want to drop out of high school. CCA's Immigrants and Refugees: New
Arrivals Advocacy Project (IRNAAP) represented Kristie on this issue and advocated
for an educational program that would help Kristie with English and provide access to
the general curriculum. CCA informed the school district that Kristie’s right to these sup-
ports was guaranteed by federal civil rights law. After much correspondence and a few
conferences with the school district, the district agreed to change its position.

With Kristie’s input, CCA worked with the school district to create a program that gives
Kristie the support she needs and the opportunity to work hard and achieve her academic
goals. Kristie has thrived with her individualized program. By the end of the past school
year, she dramatically improved her English skills and passed all of her classes.
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Baya was born in Nigeria and her
mother died when she was an infant.




Coto
Gio says he couldn’t have made 1t
without his CCA attorney.

| have been quite moved by the impact CCA has had on the lives of abused, neglected and
otherwise disadvantaged young people, both individually and collectively. CCA has been
responsible for important institutional changes in the juvenile justice system, in services

for kids in DCF, in hospital-based services, as well as many other initiatives that directly or
indirectly impact the lives of thousands of young people.

But in addition to the legal support, CCA lawyers provide support and form important,
personal relationships with the hundreds of kids they represent. There is the story of José
and his two brothers who have been represented by a CCA attorney for many years. For
various reasons, the brothers were placed in separate living arrangements, but every year
their CCA lawyer travels several hours to pick them all up and take them out for bowling
and pizza on their birthdays and on holidays.

— Fran Ludwig, CCA Donor, Middlefield, CT
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When thinking of the impact CCA can
have, Mateo’s story comes to mind.

“What powerful work. CCA is unlike any other organization working for children. No other
investment I've made has reaped such truly inspiring rewards. Keep up the good work.”

— Rosalie Roth, CCA Board Member and Donor
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Layla, Gil and Robert are all struggling
m school, but will succeed with the help
of CCA’s mtervention and support.

“l am very thankful . . . tears are falling out of my eyes . . for the work that you are doing on
my behalf. I'll make sure to get a good education and to succeed. No one ever trusted and
helped me as you are doing.”

— Young high school client of the Center for Children’s Advocacy
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Two-year-old Krystal was not growing or
gaining weight as her older siblings had.

“We have been advocating for our patients for years in our clinic — but never had the ability
to take the advocacy to the level that our attorney partners allow it to go. Having the ability
to work with an attorney for these hard-to-serve kids is invaluable in our practice. It has
enabled us to be better advocates, and ultimately provided more comprehensive care to
our patients.”

— Dr. Fred Bogin, Director, Pediatric Primary Care Center, Saint Francis Hospital and Medical Center
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Last winter, a Liberian refugee
family resettled in Hartford.

“Supporting CCA is very meaningful. The impact on vulnerable children in Connecticut is
monumental. It's lasting. | know we are helping to make it possible, and that CCA is making
the difference.”

— Penny Robiner and Dr. David Miner, CCA donors




Our Kids

Center for Children’s Advocacy

Together we can change the lives of Connecticut’s most vulnerable children.

With your support, we are the voice
for the children who need us.

You can help change a child’s life.

Support the Center for Children’s Advocacy. Visit www.kidscounsel.org to donate,
or call 860-570-5327 for more information about the critical work we do each day.

Center for Children’s Advocacy
65 Elizabeth Street
Hartford, Connecticut 06105
(860) 570-5327
www.kidscounsel.org
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Center for Children’s Advocacy
65 Elizabeth Street

Hartford, Connecticut 06105
(860) 570-5327
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