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United Way awards
S 10,000 to CCA

Hy Alsxangdrd Sanders
Apevial v e Eeogiioe

[ & ethon ko bedps loed girls who
area ek sordeopgring ot of school,
Ul 'Way of Gregser bNew Haven
awardml 4 §10,000 grand wrihe Cen-
ter for Chilldren’s Advocacy,

The Center for Childeen®s
Adwocacy was [ownded with
the puerpose of Belping chil-
dren who are dependent upon
the szame fudiedal, ehild wedlare,
heaktth, mental healih, educa-
tinn and juvenile ustics systrms.
The grait will expand upon tha
current programs al the orga-
nlzatlon. Bonnle Berk. direc
for of éomumunicatlons al LA,
describied the grant as fumding
something that erosses the lnes
™ many progrims

Thee niewer etlon in New Haven
s an expanmion of COA's wark
in Hartloed that began about 10
vies agn. This is the second year

that the Unieed Way has affered
Wels grant w hind tlais veniure,

“It helps keep them in schiol
anid these girls ot anly have
the right 106 be 16 schoal bt in
the commumnity, we need them
ta e in achonl, We are pieased
ihee dollacy we invest lelp claange
(e ayabemm andd rajse awateniss,”
satid Amy Casavina Hall, directos
of commuanlly

“Court-imvalved girls often
hawe mental healih bsoes, child
care igsuis or asues caused by
homelessiress, (bl prevent cod-
sistend schowl artendance,” sald
Martha Sone, executive direcior
of CCA, in a satement, “Work-
ing with community servies pro-
vhilers and schoo] personiel, e
COA (s abbe tpadidness (e e
an & systemic

impact a4 Llnii:

lewel, helplmg

wd Way. There are many learning 111} mu'f;l ﬁ:n:
The grant disabilities and emotional rishis of this
enables CCA vudnerable pog-
1o work chsely  disabilities that schools ul.:fﬁ'ln.‘ .
with girls wha recogn " CA affers
are .::E rlak of don't ke i Noriatices training pro-
iruapcy. The ) B grams to

arganisalisn
wikl hetp guid
ance cannak-
ore and other school officials
determine neels of students sl
help them adjust o school. The
efiort will specilieally © s en
lssaes such as aoces Jwing
aptions for glrls whose parenis
are ipcarcerated, school eghsrs-
tiom and esirallment for girls wha
abe hopmeless,

CCA direcal o Srophpres

youths thai
explain thetr
legal righis and
Opona wlen ey are having di-
ficuliy leaming or are aviding
s busod, The goal 18 o resedve soame
o ihsir Lssues that mnay dBcoarage
irls from staving b schoul and
keep them on wack 1o gradoaste
and lead proubstive Hwves,

“There are many leaming idis-
abilities and emotiomal disabili

tlems thint schools don recognle,”
waid Losi Mordarram, dirvctor of
disvelopment a1l CCA.

slany girls are referred by a
social worker o probation offl
cor, but they can seek help foe
thesmaeives by amending one of
the rainmg programs.

"1 is kard to say oW many
children this will help,” said Nor
datrom. “Individually, 11 could
e omly 50, bat dircugh syt
advoecacy numbers could be in
the huindeeds”

The ¢fforl initially semmed
fromm CCA work wich children
Erywolved (n thee detention ayssem,
Children imnvolved in the sy¥sem
may (ransfer betwevn foclities
and recoeds may be losi. making
it diffealt for stedents o sasily
sl back imto school, Thiring
tha process. there ks often a lol of
tlme bedore festing can be done
e dhedermime 2 child's needs,

“What cain bappen s the pro-
cea can be so frustrating the kids
just give wp,” said Nordstrom,
Aeamdrg Sandery & o Kegiaer
I



