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PRELIMINARY INFORMATION 

Name of Child:  




CHILD  (DOB 02/18/96) 








Street








Town, CT 00000

Proposed Co-Guardian:



MOTHER  (mother) 








Street








Town, CT 00000

Current Guardian:




FATHER (father) 








Street








Town, CT 00000

Date of Removal: 




July 19, 2000

Guardian Ad Litem:




NAME








Center for Children’s Advocacy








65 MOTHER Street








Hartford, CT 06105








(860) 570-5327








Appointed on September 25, 2003 



Date of Assessment Home Visit: 


October 26, 2003 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 


CHILD  was born on DATE, at HOSPITAL.  She was born without complications and has since been developmentally on course.  The  family has been involved with DCF since January of 1997, when MOTHER  was arrested for Risk of Injury after being intoxicated in the presence of her infant child.  A second referral was made to DCF in November of 1997, after MOTHER  was arrested for Drunk Driving While Intoxicated and Risk of Injury.  A third referral was made in June of 1999, after another report of MOTHER’s intoxication was made to the Department.  Due to MOTHER’S alcoholism and inability to care for her child, guardianship was temporarily transferred to CHILD’s maternal grandmother in August of 1999, though MOTHER  was reinstated as guardian in December of the same year, after undergoing detoxification at HOSPITAL. 

On January 27, 2000, the Honorable Judge NAME ordered that DCF place CHILD with her father, FATHER, who was not residing with MOTHER at the time.  After being involved in a motor vehicle accident while intoxicated, MOTHER spent short periods of time at TREATMENT PROGRAM, in CITY, CT, and TREATMENT PROGRAM, in CITY, CT, to address her alcoholism.  On June 6, 2000, MOTHER was sentenced to 45 days at York Correctional Institute for operating a motor vehicle under the influence of drugs and/or alcohol.  

On July 19, 2000, the Department and the child’s attorney recommended, and the Court ordered, that guardianship be transferred to FATHER.  CHILD has been in FATHER’s care since the removal of her mother as guardian.  Today, CHILD, MOTHER, and FATHER reside together in the first floor apartment of a home in CITY, with FATHER’s mother residing in an upstairs apartment.  

PRESENT SITUATION 

CHILD : 


CHILD is a happy, healthy seven-year-old child.  She enjoys school, and her school papers indicate that she excels at her work.  CHILD lives with her mother and father in an apartment in CITY where she has her own room and where she appears to be comfortable and close to both of her parents.  CHILD has no siblings.  CHILD is attached to her mother and reports that she cannot fall asleep without her mother’s company in the bedroom.  Mother and daughter play together and spend time together before and after school.  MOTHER reports that when CHILD is not in school, she often spends time with MOTHER at her place of business.  

There is a clear bond between mother and child.  CHILD talks about her mother and involves her mother in her play situations.  CHILD appears similarly bonded with her father.  CHILD exhibits no problem behaviors and was not shy or reserved when spending time with her interviewers.  Because of her exposure to her parents’ alcohol problems, CHILD is hyper-aware of when those around her are under the influence of alcohol. 

FATHER:


FATHER is 49 years old, a native of COUNTRY, and a life-long CITY resident.  He lives together as a family with MOTHER and CHILD in CITY.  FATHER is currently out of work due to a physical disability resulting from surgery, and is spending time at home refurbishing the apartment.  He and CHILD function well together, as he is particularly calm and patient with his daughter.  

MOTHER :


MOTHER is 42 years old and a life-long Connecticut resident.  At the present time, MOTHER works at her parents’ store, The NAME OF STORE, in CITY, CT, and at NAME OF RESTAURANT, a local restaurant.  MOTHER also runs her own make-up business and works with a local doctor, NAME, when he is in need of her services.  


MOTHER has been involved with a substance abuse program at HOSPITAL for a little over one year.  She has a history of alcohol abuse, though she has been sober since November of 2002.  MOTHER has been diagnosed with Bipolar Disorder and is taking medication to treat this problem.    At the present time, she takes MEDICATION NAMES, as prescribed by her psychiatrist, as well as MEDICATION NAMES, as prescribed by her primary care doctor.  MOTHER was recently diagnosed with Fibromyalgia, which is now controlled through medication.  


MOTHER is very friendly and engaging.  She currently resides with her daughter and FATHER in CITY.  The home is neat, clean, and child-friendly.  CHILD has her own bedroom, while MOTHER and FATHER share a second bedroom in the apartment.  MOTHER and FATHER are working on their relationship, which has had its challenges over the past few years.  She and CHILD have a strong bond and MOTHER expresses a desire to be with and provide for her daughter.  MOTHER has made efforts, such as going to church and planning trips, to make the family a more cohesive unit.  MOTHER appears to have overcome her alcohol abuse problems, and she continues to build upon and improve her relationship with her daughter and with FATHER.  

OUTSIDE INTERVIEWS 

PSYCHIATRIST NAME

Psychiatrist at HOSPITAL:  


On October 28, 2003, PSYCHIATRIST reported that MOTHER is doing fairly well, though he could not give much information because he no longer sees her frequently.  PSYCHIATRIST last saw MOTHER on July 24, 2003, though she cancelled an appointment scheduled for July 17, 2003, and missed an appointment scheduled for September 18, 2004.  MOTHER last tested positive for alcohol, though negative for other substances, on August 17, 2002.  


PSYCHIATRIST reports that MOTHER is not manic, psychotic, or gravely disabled.  PSYCHIATRIST believes that he cannot make a clear evaluation as to the guardianship because he has not seen MOTHER enough to make such a determination.  

PROVIDER NAME

Licensed Clinical Social Worker 

Behavioral Health Center of the HOSPITAL:


On October 23, 2003, PROVIDER NAME reported that she has been MOTHER’s therapist since January of this year.  She reports that MOTHER has been sober at least since that time, without relapse, and that she no longer suffers from impulsivity arising from alcohol abuse or her Bipolar Disorder.  PROVIDER reports that MOTHER takes her medication as prescribed, that she is stable psychiatrically, and that she has been consistent in attending all of her scheduled appointments.  


Though PROVIDER has never visited the home or met CHILD, she has no concerns about reinstatement of guardianship, given MOTHER’s engagement in treatment and abstinence from alcohol.  She views the relationship between CHILD and her mother as a stable one in which MOTHER stays involved with CHILD’s school and homework activities.  

INFORMATION REQUESTS

Criminal Record:


In order to assess MOTHER’s suitability to regain guardianship of her daughter, this Guardian Ad Litem requested and received, via NAME, a copy of the Criminal Record that is on file at the Connecticut State Police Bureau of Identification.  This record, sent from the State of Connecticut Department of Public Safety, reveals that MOTHER has had no police involvement since her arrest and the disposition of her charges in 2000.

Employment Status: 


Pursuant to our request, MOTHER provided a letter detailing her current employment status.  As MOTHER now holds down three jobs in her efforts to maintain a career and help to support her family.  For further detail, please see the above section on MOTHER’s current status.  

Involvement with the Department of Children and Families: 


On October 24, 2003, this Guardian Ad Litem requested a copy of the LINK record for CHILD.  As of November 4, 2003, despite numerous attempts to contact the Department, no records have been received.  On October 27, 2003, NAME, former Social Work Supervisor for CHILD, did inform the Guardian Ad Litem that there have not been any substantiated reports since 2000.  

GUARDIAN AD LITEM ASSESSMENT 


Assessment of CHILD and MOTHER reveals that they have a solid mother-child relationship.  MOTHER is a constant figure in CHILD’s life, and CHILD clearly seeks comfort and solace from her mother.  MOTHER is a primary caregiver and nurturer for her child.  MOTHER has worked, and continues to work, to overcome the problems that resulted in her removal as CHILD’s guardian.  She appears to have overcome her alcoholism, and her efforts demonstrate that she is and intends to be a significant and guiding factor in CHILD’s daily life.  


CHILD is a sweet and happy child who benefits from her mother’s close involvement in her life.  MOTHER’s efforts to create a strong family dynamic benefit CHILD emotionally and contribute to her well-being.  Because CHILD is so clearly attached to and bonded with both of her parents, it is in her best interests that both her mother and her father maintain guardianship over her.  


It is the recommendation of this Guardian Ad Litem that MOTHER  be reinstated as co-guardian of her daughter CHILD .  A review of MOTHER’s criminal, employment, and medical history, as well as her involvement with the Department of Children and Families, leaves no question as to her suitability to be reinstated as guardian.  Having reviewed the case and interviewed MOTHER, CHILD, FATHER, and MOTHER’s therapists, I conclude that it is in CHILD’s best interests that her mother resume guardianship, and it is in CHILD’s best interests for her mother to continue treatment in order to provide for the most stable environment possible.   Therefore, I agree to the transfer under the conditions that MOTHER continues to attend therapy sessions, remains under the care of her psychiatrist, and maintains her prescribed medications until such time as her treating providers feel that such care and treatment is not necessary.  

Respectfully Submitted,  ___________________________

Date:  _________


GAL NAME  


Guardian Ad Litem 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

This is to certify that a copy of the foregoing has been faxed to Assistant Attorney General NAME, MacKenzie Hall, 110 Sherman Street, Hartford, CT   06105, and hand delivered to MOTHER’S ATTORNEY, ADDRESS, on this 5th day of November, 2003.








____________________________
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